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In a moment of evangelical fervour, having been jolted into
awareness of the danger we are putting ourselves in and our
planet through the ubiquitous use of plastic from David
Attenborough’s Blue Planet, I promised to write an article for the
Lion on this subject. My fervour had been further fanned with
reading ‘Turning the tide on plastic’ by Lucy Seigle which may
have sparked off Patrick giving a presentation on our use or
misuse of plastic at one of the special themed Eucharist’s we
have on the first Sunday of the month, as I was previously
bending his ear about it.
This Lent I decided I would give up plastic. A tall order you might
say and you would be right. I was barely into the second week
when I decided it was an impossible task and reverted to my old
ways; although, hopefully, with a tad more awareness of what is
and what isn't recyclable and attempting to use only those
plastics. Sadly, even the vegetables on the market tend to come
in single use plastic. Maybe I should have adopted the policy of
one step at a time rather than going cold turkey.
I suppose one of the major problems of giving up something like
plastic is its sheer convenience. We are presently using plastic
cups for our tea and coffee after the main Sunday service (this
may have changed when you read this article) and there was a
debate at the PCC as to what we should do. We always seem to
struggle for helpers and the thought of all that washing up
understandably put folk off. Hopefully we shall be using cups that
can be composted but it will cost us more than the plastic cups.
But isn't it better to pay a bit more for our tea and coffee so that
we can save our planet from drowning in plastics, or at least in
some small measure. Those pictures of the river in Guatemala
which was just a deluge of plastic still haunts me. And that river
is where the locals get their drinking water from!
Sometimes the best way to make us change is through hitting us
in our pockets. The dramatic drop in the use of single use plastic
bags illustrates this when we had to start paying 5p a bag. They
actually became precious commodities. Also having the support
and encouragement of others of a like mind. Just look at the
increase in communal litter picking especially along beaches,
salvaging some of the plastic washed up by our oceans.

Which brings me to my next point, sometimes, you have a study
group which just seems to gel and a real feeling of the Holy Spirit
at work. I felt that this year’s Lent Course was just like that. We
were looking at material from the community of St Chad, an
initiative set up by the diocese which encourages people to meet
up in small groups to aid our ongoing discipleship, which focuses
on prayer and 5 rhythms of grace, which I always found rather
hard to get my head round. But they are actually looking at a
rounded discipleship instead of concentrating on the aspects we
find more conducive. These rhythms cover transformation, ie an
ongoing conversion into the likeness of Christ principally through
love. Guidance of the holy spirit; prayer, worship and spiritual
reading; working for justice in our human relationships and social
structures (which includes looking after and respecting the
wonderful gift of creation which God has given us the
responsibility of being stewards) and finally the dreaded word
evangelism. At the sixth meeting, after having discussed week
by week the five rhythms, we discussed the way forward. The
general consensus seemed to be to start a house group. I think
one of the major drawbacks of the St Chad’s community small
cell idea is people having the confidence to set them up,
although we do have one burgeoning one and hopefully another
restarting.
With our house group we are able to encourage each other in
our discipleship and to build on what we receive in our Sunday
worship. I feel that just meeting up on a Sunday isn't enough to
really deepen our discipleship with the Lord, although I realise
it's not for everybody. But as one member of the Lent group
pointed out how they got to know the other members of the
group in a deeper way rather than the nodding acquaintance you
only have time for on a Sunday.
We meet at Patrick's vicarage in Wolstanton on the second
Wednesday of the month at 19:30. All are welcome. Any queries
please speak to myself, Patrick or Ed Smith.
Blessings in Christ
Janet Pazio
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Worship Services during June
1st
2nd

Saturday
Seventh of Easter

5th

Wednesday

6th
9th

Thursday
Pentecost

12th

Wednesday

15th
16th

Saturday
Trinity

19th Wednesday
23rd

First after Trinity

26

th

Wednesday

30

th

Second after Trinity

12.00am
8.00am
9.30am
8.00am
10.30am
10.00am
8.00am
9.30am
8.00am
10.30am
8.00am
9.30am
8.00am
10.30am
8.00am
9.30am
8.00am
10.30am
8.00am
9.30am

Wedding
Holy Communion (BCP)
‘First Sunday’ with HC
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Funeral
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Wedding
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Worship with Baptism
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion

More tea Vicar?
Why after 13 years as Priest-in-Charge am I to become the
Vicar of Basford? A good question and one that might help
me bust some little-understood jargon for you. An
understanding of ‘Benefice’ is key to understanding ‘Vicar’.
A Benefice is an ecclesiastical office which, under law,
carries certain obligations and privileges. A Benefice can
consist of one parish or several and is held by someone
referred to as the Incumbent. Incumbents are generally
known as Rectors or Vicars depending on the history and
the parish(es). An Incumbent must consent to any changes
made to a Benefice such as changes property for example.
Therefore, when there is vacancy (due to the Vicar leaving)
and changes are being considered it is often deemed best
to ‘suspend’ the Benefice thus removing potential
complications of an incoming Incumbent objecting. When a
Benefice is suspended, the Bishop assumes the obligations
and privileges. Ordinarily the Bishop appoints Incumbents
to discharge his responsibility of caring for the people living
within the parish; however, when a Benefice is suspended,
and there is no intention of appointing an incumbent for the
time being, the Bishop must make some other provision for
this care and he does this by appointing a Priest-in-Charge.
The Priest-in-Charge is, by definition, not an incumbent and
therefore whilst they will often be called Rector or Vicar they
are not in fact the legal holders of that office. Any parish
having been suspended for a period of 5 years must have
its situation reviewed and if no valid reason for a further
suspension can be made, it must be lifted and an
Incumbent appointed. The parish of Basford was first
suspended before the arrival of The Revd Richard Reade
(who, like me, was appointed Priest-in-Charge).
Subsequently the suspension has been renewed on three
occasions but now, as there is no justifiable reason to
continue it, the Incumbency is to be reinstated and I shall
become Vicar!
Quiz Night
Give those little grey cells a workout with our queens quiz night
and light buffet on 8th June at 19.00pm. Tickets priced

Diary Dates for June
5th
8th
8th
12th
20th
22nd
24th
26th
29th

Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

19.30pm

19.30pm
19.30pm
13.00pm

Reading Circle
St Chad’s Pilgrim Walk
Quiz night with nibbles
PCC Meeting
Contemplative prayer
Llandudno Trip
Deanery Synod
Baptism Prep
soup and Bingo

19.30pm
18.30pm
11.00am
19.30pm

Reading Circle
Race Night
Summer Fayre
Contemplative prayer

19.00pm
19.00pm
19.30pm

Early July Dates
3rd
6th
13th
18th

Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Thursday

Soup and Bingo
Back by popular demand, on 29th June our Soup and Bingo.
Come and join the church queen at 1pm for only £3 with the first
game free.
Summer Fayre
It is that time once again when we begin to think about our
summer fayre on 13th July. Items which are needed this year are
as follows- Toiletries, Giftware, Jewellery, household ornaments.
Please bring any donations you may have, to Diane as soon as
possible.
Alzheimer’s research UK
A new fundraising group is been set up in Newcastle and they
are currently looking for volunteers to join them. “The group is
friendly and relaxed and puts the fun into Fundraising”. Zoe
Baggot will be sharing more about their work during our Sunday
service on the 7th July.
Llandudno Trip
A coach trip to Llandudno has been arranged for 22nd June, £15
each. If you are interested there is a signup sheet at the back of
church.
St Chad’s Pilgrim Walk
Come and join us for prayer and fellowship as we walk in the
path of St Chad. The walk will take place on Pentecost Saturday
(8th June) from Repton to Lichfield. However Terry and a few
others are walking the third part from Alrewas to Lichfield (6
miles). So if you would like to join them see Terry or Julie.
Race night
Back by popular demand, come and join our church queen for a
fun packed family evening on 6th July at 6.30pm, tickets £3.
There will be simple nibbles and eight horse races with £1 per
bet. A horse can also be sponsored for £3 with a prize for the
winning sponsor.
Novena
We are being asked by the Archbishops, as part of this year’s
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative to pray a Novena from Ascension
to Pentecost. Little booklets to assist with this prayerful time can
be obtained from Terry.

